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Advantages of using WordFlyers for homework:

✓✓ 	Marking is automated.

✓✓ Easy-to-read and printable reports for all completed student activities.

✓✓ 	Content matches the requirements of the Australian Curriculum: English.

✓✓ WordFlyers is an ideal replacement for skills workbooks and photocopiable work sheets.

✓✓ Students are far more motivated to complete online activities.

✓✓ 	Using the website demonstrates an effective use of technology in your teaching program. 

Homework

1a. Reinforce a classroom teaching point – specific aspects of language
Your class might be learning about types of persuasive techniques used in advertising. Use the Study Plan tool on the 
Teacher Dashboard to set a unit for class homework that reinforces or extends what you have been teaching in class. 

 Example: Language  
 aspects 1 
8.0.2 Perfect holiday 
with class is a persuasive 
exposition in the form 
of an online property 
advertisement. It contains 
persuasive language and 
evidence to explain why 
the house is a great deal 
and ideal to rent. 
Set the four Reading 
comprehension and 
two Writing lessons 
for homework to help 
students learn more about 
how text and images are 
used to sell products. 
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 Example: Language aspects 2
9.3.4 FIFO is good for families is an Exposition in the form 
of an advertorial. It presents the viewpoint of a mining 
company.
Set the four Reading comprehension and two Writing 
lessons for homework to reinforce the purpose of this 
advertorial and to show how an Exposition uses evidence 
to support the point of view being presented.

This text can be used in Geography classes to 
reinforce key ideas about industry and population. 

1b. Reinforce a classroom teaching point – 
literacy basics
Students of all writing abilities can have poor punctuation skills that 
decrease the quality of their written expression. WordFlyers teaches 
and reinforces the aspects of spelling and punctuation that students 
need for the various forms of written communication. 

 Example: Literacy basics 1
Use an individual student or class Study Plan that focuses on 
a set of lessons to teach the use of possessive apostrophes. 
Each lesson provides clear rules for students to learn and 
opportunities to practise using this important punctuation mark.   
•	 7.1.11 Memories in a suitcase – Punctuation
•	 	7.3.2 The colour of our town – Punctuation
•	 	7.3.5 Caution, Papou’s here! – Punctuation
•	 	8.1.6 Children need homes, not camps – Punctuation
•	 	9.1.1 Back alive – Punctuation
•	 9.2.4 Fast-food chains deliver opportunities – Punctuation 

 Example: Literacy basics 2
Students often overuse or misuse the 
exclamation mark in their formal writing. This 
set of lessons ensures students learn about 
its purpose and apply the rules correctly. Use 
an individual student or class Study Plan to set 
these Punctuation lessons as homework. 
•	 	7.1.2 Breaking up, for the best 

 – Punctuation
•	 	7.2.1 Ally’s big break – Punctuation
•	 	7.3.4 Who brings a bike to a ski run? 

 – Punctuation
•	 	8.1.8 The curtain falls on The Voice for now 

– Punctuation
•	 9.0.8 Are politicians good or bad? 

– Punctuation
•	 	9.1.7 It could’ve been me – Punctuation

This text is ideal for use in Health classes 
as it explores the misuse of substances 
like energy drinks.

1c. Extend students’ understanding of a theme explored in class
Your class might be using a theme, such as Identity, to study a range of text types and to inspire 
students to develop their writing portfolios. 

Use the Study Plan tool on the Teacher Dashboard 
to set a unit of work that shows other writers’ 
responses to the same theme. Students will 
analyse aspects of each text in detail over the 12 
unit lessons. 

 Examples: Using a theme
7.1.1 Breaking up for the best (a set of cartoon 
images that explore a relationship breakup. 
9.1.2 Skin deep (a slam poem on society’s 
expectations about body image) 
9.3.1 So many directions (a photo story about 
life as a journey)    

This text is ideal for Health classes as it explores 
relationships and their impact on wellbeing. 
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3Revision for the NAPLAN Language Conventions and Reading tests
WordFlyers is an effective practice resource to ensure students are well prepared for the 
format of the national literacy tests. 

✓✓ 	Each WordFlyers unit includes 20 Language Conventions questions and  
10 Reading questions about a text.

✓✓ 	The Language Conventions set includes questions about punctuation, grammar, vocabulary and 
spelling.

✓✓ 	The Reading set includes both literal and inferential questions.
Use the Study Plan tool on the Teacher Dashboard to create a set of units about the specific text 
categories: Imaginative, Persuasive and Informative.  

2

 Examples: literacy tests

Imaginative
7.1.1 Breaking up, for the best (Narrative / 
comic strip)
7.1.5 Good bugs, bad bugs (Poetry / bacteria 
in the human body)
7.2.1 Ally’s big break (Narrative / short story)

Persuasive
9.1.4 Would you buy a kidney? (Discussion / 
newspaper survey)
9.1.6 The ‘new’ slaves of a global economy 
(Exposition / short essay)
9.1.8 Review: Star Pioneers (Text Response / 
online game review)

Informative
7.3.3 How to create your own mehndi 
(Procedure / web page instructions)
8.1.3 If it’s good enough for astronauts … 
(Report / feature article)
8.1.5 How sapphires are formed (Explanation 
/ textbook)

 

As a part of a whole-class lesson
Many teachers use the WordFlyers website on an interactive whiteboard as a part of a whole-class lesson. 

✓✓ 	Each unit text ensures that learning is contextualised.

✓✓ 	Students share knowledge and show what they have learned.

✓✓ 	Texts are highly suitable for large-screen projection.

3a. Exploring a text form
If you are teaching a class about the common features of a text 
form, such as Procedure, show the text on the whiteboard and ask 
individual students questions about it. 

Example: Text form
8.1.2 Cage your cat!
•	 	What is the purpose of the text?
•	 	Where would you see this type of text? 
•	 	What features of the text indicate it is a Procedure?   
•	 	Why do you think ‘The purr-fect place for your feline 

friend!’ text is placed at the top of the page?

3b. Defining technical language
Use the whiteboard tools to highlight examples of a concept 
revised in class.  

Example: Technical language 
8.1.5 How sapphires are formed
Ask students to underline or circle examples of technical 
language in a text and explain their reasons for selecting 
them. 

This text is ideal for use in the Science classroom to 
improve students’ knowledge of important science 
language. 
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3c. Reinforcing a concept – 
inferential questions
Students can find answering inferential 
questions about texts challenging. 

Select a WordFlyers unit, and as a class focus 
on only the inferential questions in the lesson 
Reading comprehension 3 (interpret and 
analyse content). 

Reading comprehension 3, activity 3

Examples: Inferential questions
10.1.1 Love is a two-player game 
(Narrative / short story)
Reading comprehension 3, activity 2

Differentiated lessons for class or homework
WordFlyers has been designed so that teachers can deliver a differentiated curriculum that suits the literacy 
requirements of each student in their class. 

✓✓ 	Students can work on activities that are age and literacy level appropriate. 

✓✓ 	All the units at any year level are open for students to choose from. 

4a. Assisting students who have grammar skills at a primary school level 
Sometimes students in secondary schools lack core literacy skills. As teenagers, they do not want to use primary 
school-type resources. Create a Study Plan for individual students that focus on only level 5 and 6 grammar skills. 

Examples: Grammar skills

7.1.4 Wind energy – what’s your take? Auxiliary verbs (tense), complex sentences
7.1.5 Good bugs, bad bugs Action verbs; sentence fragments
7.1.6 Training diary of an elite athlete Sensing verbs and relating verbs,  

compound sentences
7.1.7 Alone, cold and 14 tomorrow Adjectives, compound sentences
7.1.8 Hope and adventure in Finding Nemo Adjectival phrases, complex sentences

Reading comprehension 3, activity 5
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5 A reward for completed classwork and early finishers
Many teachers find that their students are highly motivated to complete regular classroom activities if they are rewarded 
with time on WordFlyers. 

Example: Setting units as a reward

✓✓ 	Set aside 20 minutes a week for students to work on WordFlyers activities.

✓✓ 	Use the units on WordFlyers as work to complete if you are unexpectedly absent from class.

✓✓ 	Set classroom goals such as the first student to collect a souvenir from five northern-hemisphere destinations.

✓✓ 	Challenge students to feature on the WordFlyers leaderboards – in the top 10 on the Top scoring WordFlyers or Most 
destinations visited leaderboards. 

4b. Extending capable students – cross-curriculum concepts
Students can work on units higher than their current year level’s literacy standard, but are still age-appropriate. Choose a 
focused group of units and create a Study Plan that also reinforces other subject level content they are passionate about, 
such as Science or Geography.

Example: Cross-curriculum concepts
Study Plan with a science focus for a year 8 student:
9.2.2 More than meets the ice (how energy is transferred) 
9.2.7 To spray or not to spray? (antibacterial products in domestic contexts)
9.3.6 The value and danger of stem-cell research
10.1.3 The ‘Sleeping Beauty’ syndrome (neurological disorders)
10.3.1 Companion 3000 (artificial intelligence)

Teach literacy skills across English, Science, History, Geography, Health and 
Physical Education

Teaching students literacy skills is the responsibility of all teachers in a school community. But some teachers lack the time 
or expertise to do this. WordFlyers contains more than 50 units that specifically address content in subject areas other 
than English:

✓✓ 	Spelling and Vocabulary lessons that teach and reinforce technical language specific to Science

✓✓ Comprehension questions that enable students to read Science texts critically 

✓✓ Texts that explore Health and Geography concepts with everyday examples

✓✓ Units that teach Australian, Indigeneous and Asia Pacific history.

 6a. Example: Science
Use and influence of science (ACSHE120)
7.1.4 Wind energy – what’s your take? (alternative energy forms)

 6b. Example: Geography
Environmental change and management (ACHGK070)
10.3.4 Water for the future (sustainability and resource management)

 6c. Example: History
Japan under the Shoguns (c.794 – 1867) (ACDSEH063)
8.1.4 Toyotomi Hideyoshi: an unlikely but powerful ruler
(representations of historical figures)

 6d. Example: Health
Participate in physical activities that develop health-related and  
skill-related fitness components, and create and monitor personal fitness 
plans (ACPMP083)
10.0.6 Stretching after a workout (why you should stretch after exercise)
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